Short Bio

Kristina Stoeckl (1977, Austria) joined the University of Innsbruck in 2015 and became
full professor of sociology in 2019. She studied Comparative Literature and Russian at
the University of Innsbruck (2001) and International Relations and European Studies at
the Central European University in Budapest (2003). She holds a PhD in Social and
Political Sciences from the European University Institute in Florence (2007). Before
joining the University of Innsbruck in 2015, she was a Marie Sklodowska-Curie Post-Doc
Fellow at the University of Rome Tor Vergata (2009-2012) and APART Fellow of the
Austrian Academy of Sciences at the University of Vienna (2012-2015). Among her most
significant achievements in the recent years are an ERC Starting Grant and FWF Start
Prize for the project “Postsecular Conflicts” (2015-2022). In the past, she has been
invited as Visiting Fellow at the IWM - Institut fiir die Wissenschaften vom Menschen in
Vienna, the Robert Schuman Center for Advanced Studies in Florence, and Uppsala
University. Her research areas are sociology of religion, political sociology and political
theory, with a focus on politics and religion, on state-religion relations in Russia, norm
and anti-gender mobilizations and transnational religious actors. She has published The
Russian Orthodox Church and Human Rights (2014) and Moralist International. Russia in
the Global Culture Wars (forthcoming 2022) as well as numerous journal articles

in Religion, State and Society, Global Networks, Journal of Contemporary Religion and
others. Austrian by nationality and long-time resident in Italy, she is fluent in Italian
and also speaks Russian and French apart from her native German and English.
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Statement of interest

Dear members of the general assembly of the European Academy of Religion and
distinguished members of the current executive committee,

I herewith submit my candidacy for the Executive Committee of the European
Academy of Religion (2022-2026). I have been a member of EuARe from the very
beginning and have actively participated in each of the Academy’s annual conferences.
In 2020, I was invited to hold one of the keynote lectures, due to COVID-19 pandemic
in an online fashion.

My research addresses the global dimension of conflicts over morality policies
(“culture wars”). Disagreement and even conflicts over different moral outlooks are
normal in democratic, pluralistic societies, but they also pose great challenges.
Academic research helps to address such conflicts with civility and constructively by
providing definitions, concepts and historical and epistemic contextualization.

As sociologist of religion with a specialization on Orthodox Christianity and
religion-state relations in post-soviet Russia, | have always appreciated the fact that
EuARe, more than comparable scientific associations, has managed to create an active
participation of scholars from basically all Orthodox traditions. As a member of the
Executive Committee, | would actively work for keeping open doors for collaboration
with Orthodox scholars, theologians and activists. With the unlawful military aggression
of Russia against Ukraine, the world of Orthodox theology and ecumenical relations
stands in front of unprecedented challenges. I would see it as my task to strengthen,
inside EuARe, collaborations with Orthodox and Greek-Catholic scholars from Ukraine.
EuARe should also continue to be a platform for theologians and scholars from Russia
and Belarus, many of them facing limitations to academic freedom and freedom of
expression.

As member of the executive committee, I would also see it as my task to
represent the EuARe in exchange with sociologists of religion and religious studies
scholars at other European universities.

The multidisciplinary, multireligious, and multilinguistic reality of the European
Academy of Religion is a resource for addressing burning problems of our
contemporary society. [ would be happy to invest energy and time in the coming years
into the flourishing of this important academic undertaking.

Kristing Stoeckl
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19.09.2021.

Keynote lecture “Europe's new religious conflicts: Russian Orthodoxy, American
Christian Conservatives, and the emergence of a European Populist Christian
Right”, European Academy of Religion - (Digital) Annual Conference 2020,
Bologna, 22.06.2020. Available:
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Conference Organization “Postsecular Conflicts Mid-Term Conference”, 6-
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Perspectives in Religion and Politics nr. 1 vol. 2 (monographic number), 75 p.
ISBN: 978-90-04-42859-1.

Edited books

14. Stoeckl, Kristina/Uzlaner, Dmitry eds. (2020): Postsecular Conflicts. Debating
tradition in Russia and the United States. Innsbruck: innsbruck university press
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