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The Central European Symposium for the Academic Study of Religion invites submissians
for its upcoming conference, hosted by the Department of Religious
Studles at thE,LFmvemty of Szeged, Hungary bEtWEEﬂ the 2|]th and 22nd uf October 2073.
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Ever since the very first human social farmations, thé\ e
spheres of religion and identity have intersected .~ -
significantly. Confucian thinkers valued collective har- o
mony over the free choice of the individual. On the
contrary, in Greek antiquity, greater emphasis
was placed on citizens and their virtues. While
...,y Oreek historians and philosophers had a tra- .
g/ A&7 dition of rebuking their predecessors and
{ , aiming to improve their messages for deeper un-
derstanding; Chinese scholars revered their fore-
" runners and copied their methods, preferring to be
_onedn a |ong lineage, rather than standing out.

¢ Examples of the endless forms by which callective

 and individual identities are interwoven throughout the -
entirety of our human existence are embedded in our

- “histarical recards. For example, while orthodox Judaism paid

greater importance to the community and matrilinear descent,

Protestantism encouragéd its followers to pursue greater freedom

IN i uf self Expressmn and - to a limited extent- the exploration of their persunal |JE||Efs
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Much later, Nen-Prutestanti'sm began placing even greater value on personal refationships as well as
interactions between the |nd|V|dua| and the sacred Just as some ultra- tradltlunal muvements T

individual interaction with the transcendent, in favor of communal
and collective use. In contemporary societies heavily influenced

by commercialism, the concepts of individualism and collectivism
are discussed within an even more complex social framewaork.
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Perspectives on these definittans ‘&% not just determined by regional iy
,sunial variahles but also IJy tHE Effects of industrialization, digitalizatiﬁfr NS A ‘;;:j;;_-; }:.‘::
ofahe former framevmks in whu:h communal and individual |dent|tu=:s “\ ‘1 -
and their religifus dlmensmns have been discussed may be reqmreﬂlg
For example, there are some liberal commercialized societies that _
tend to prioritize individual rights and the integrity of self, resulting/ 4
in the emergence of “self-religions.” Dther societies’ collectivist
approach towards religious identity has resulted in new,
social-political cohesive functionalities WhEI"E the coaperation

between particular religiosities and the state has |nten3|ﬁed

In all these cases, prevailing academic paradigms

- such as (post-)secularization theories - may require
reconsideration and possible adjustment to take into account
or may even need new locally applicable approaches.
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The upcoming conference aims to open a symposium where topics concerning the intersections of religios-
ity and identity - should it be private or public - can be discussed in a broader sense. We welcome papers
from Ph.D. students as well as from advanced MA and Early Career pnstgraduate researnhers focusing on,
but not limited to quastmns such as: - ke
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 =oe=_iif. . - Howis identity constructed, shaped, and maintained by religious activities?
\ ;

s L - - How do religions chantie the idantitles of their converts?

- How daes religin help to maintain the identity of minorities?

- How does religion construct deviant or unequal identities of
*its "others"?
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- How can religious identity be u‘fiij'zed' in politicdl cnntex'ts?l-
. '9;

- What are the dynamics of different Iayers of rehgmus

and non-religious personal identities? ¢

@

- How and why may states work to influence
religious identities?

)87 - How can political power use religion to form
, — . . g . . .
collective identities which subdue its subjects, and how

can religion ffelp the subdued to fight this power?

- How are religious identities expressed
# and communicated in mterpersunal settings and in social

®

\\ % media?
A e :
\\\\\.’~ - What are the relatmnshms between shared religious nutll]ns '

..L\."' and individual religious identity and how can individuals develop -~
- different identities from the same religious tradmnns'?
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INFI]RMATII]N -

Date of the event: 20th - 2Znd October 2023 , AR\
Venue: Department of Study of ﬂellgmn University of Szeged, Hungary .= /70 N
Keynote speakers: Prof. Reka Szilardi (SZTE); doc. David Vaclavik MLINW,‘ : ',:' AN N
Workshop moderator: Mark Nemes (University of Szeged) ek > N
Supporters: Central European University (Budapest-Vienna, HU-AT), 00 (0 m e ‘ SN
I]harles Umversnty (Prague G, Entvus!urand Umverslty (Budapest HU “"';' \ g

Masaryk University (Brno, C2), Umversnty of Szeged (Szeged, HU);
Organizing committee: Cezar Braga/CEL, Frantisek Valek/CUNI, Péter
‘Boros/ELTE, Dominik Cisarik/UNIBA, Vilem Skopal/UPCE, Matous
Makry/MUNI, Mark Nem.es/ SITE

Registration furFﬁﬁ https://forms.gle/HEV3LUDBg4yAGaN7

The attached abstract should include the title of the contribution,
the contributor's name, and institutional affiliation as wellas -
an abstract of 300 words, a - 7 keywords, excluding an‘y
footnotes, or bibliography. e

Application deadline: 10th of July 2023.

> ...". o
‘e e -
L ] . N ‘- P
N ) L et o

D i . . ° .... g
J . =
.t o ® L@ 0. b » L
T A
£ e @l
g8 Gt
- @ o : .-



Conference format: The organizers reserve all rights to hold the event in a hybrid / fully online farmat in
case of any unforeseen difficulties in the upcoming months. |n the occurrence of such changes, organizers

~will inform the speakers and all participants in time. If the m;rnferenne is held in perso, the organizers
request all participants to be informed about the current Epldemluluglcal rules and regulatluns and follow
them str'u:tly during the entire span of the event. :
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- Facebook event for the conference: https://fh.me/e/2225tRt3L
*" Ityou have any questions or request further information, feel
-+ dree to contact the organizers: conference®cesar-platform.org

Publication: Selected participants' papers will be-* 'e.'.'i
considered for publication in an upcoming volume - ¢+ *
of CESAR-affiliated journals. Further mfurmatlnn will Be
provided during the conference. The editarial boards
of the journals select papers based on the quality of
the presentation, the relevance of the topic to the -
& journal’s scope, and the availability of free-space:
24 in the upcoming volumes. Those who are selected
will be asked'by the journal’s representative to send
their full manuscrlpts fullnwmg the conference.
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Our currently affiliated journals:
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