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Religion and Identity

Intersections of collective and private identity with religion and spirituality 

(YHU�VLQFH�WKH�YHU\�ÀUVW�KXPDQ�VRFLDO�IRUPDWLRQV��WKH�
spheres of religion and identity have intersected 
VLJQLÀFDQWO\��&RQIXFLDQ�WKLQNHUV�YDOXHG�FROOHFWLYH�KDU�
mony over the free choice of the individual. On the 

FRQWUDU\��LQ�*UHHN�DQWLTXLW\��JUHDWHU�HPSKDVLV�
was placed on citizens and their virtues. While 
*UHHN�KLVWRULDQV�DQG�SKLORVRSKHUV�KDG�D�WUD
GLWLRQ�RI�UHEXNLQJ�WKHLU�SUHGHFHVVRUV�DQG�

aiming to improve their messages for deeper un
derstanding, Chinese scholars revered their fore
runners and copied their methods, preferring to be 
one in a long lineage, rather than standing out.

Examples of the endless forms by which collective  
and individual identities are interwoven throughout the 

entirety of our human existence are embedded in our 
historical records. For example, while orthodox Judaism paid

greater importance to the community and matrilinear descent, 
Protestantism encouraged its followers to pursue greater freedom 

of self-expression and – to a limited extent– the exploration of their personal beliefs.
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Much later, Neo-Protestantism began placing even greater value on personal relationships as well as 
interactions between the individual and the sacred. Just as some ultra-traditional movements started 
WR�WXUQ�EDFN�WKH�FORFN�DQG�UHLQVWLWXWH�IRUPHU�OLPLWLQJ�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�UHVWULFWHG
 individual interaction with the transcendent, in favor of communal 
DQG�FROOHFWLYH�XVH��,Q�FRQWHPSRUDU\�VRFLHWLHV�KHDYLO\�LQÁXHQFHG�
by commercialism, the concepts of individualism and collectivism 
DUH�GLVFXVVHG�ZLWKLQ�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�FRPSOH[�VRFLDO�IUDPHZRUN��

3HUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKHVH�GHÀQLWLRQV�DUH�QRW�MXVW�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�UHJLRQDO�
social variables, but also by the effects of industrialization, digitalization, 
secularization, and globalization. In this regard, a complete re-evaluation 
RI�WKH�IRUPHU�IUDPHZRUNV�LQ�ZKLFK�FRPPXQDO�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�LGHQWLWLHV�
DQG�WKHLU�UHOLJLRXV�GLPHQVLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVFXVVHG�PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG��
For example, there are some liberal commercialized societies that 
tend to prioritize individual rights and the integrity of self, resulting 
in the emergence of “self-religions.” Other societies’ collectivist 
approach towards religious identity has resulted in new, 
social-political cohesive functionalities where the cooperation
�EHWZHHQ�SDUWLFXODU�UHOLJLRVLWLHV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH�KDV�LQWHQVLÀHG��

In all these cases, prevailing academic paradigms 
²�VXFK�DV��SRVW��VHFXODUL]DWLRQ�WKHRULHV�²�PD\�UHTXLUH�
UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ�DQG�SRVVLEOH�DGMXVWPHQW�WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�
or may even need new locally applicable approaches.



The upcoming conference aims to open a symposium where topics concerning the intersections of religios-
ity and identity – should it be private or public – can be discussed in a broader sense. We welcome papers 
from Ph.D. students as well as from advanced MA and early career postgraduate researchers, focusing on,        
EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�TXHVWLRQV�VXFK�DV�

    -  How is identity constructed, shaped, and maintained by religious activities?
     
                                                                    - How do religions change the identities of their converts?
              
                                                                    - How does religion help to maintain the identity of minorities?
      
����������������������������������������������������������������������������+RZ�GRHV�UHOLJLRQ�FRQVWUXFW�GHYLDQW�RU�XQHTXDO�LGHQWLWLHV�RI�
                                                                           its “others”?
                                    
                                                                            - How can religious identity be utilized in political contexts?
                                                                         
                                                                                 - What are the dynamics of different layers of religious  
                                                                                     and non-religious personal identities?
                                                                             
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������+RZ�DQG�ZK\�PD\�VWDWHV�ZRUN�WR�LQÁXHQFH�
                                                                                              religious identities?
                                                                              
                                                                                              - How can political power use religion to form   
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLWLHV�ZKLFK�VXEGXH�LWV�VXEMHFWV��DQG�KRZ�
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������FDQ�UHOLJLRQ�KHOS�WKH�VXEGXHG�WR�ÀJKW�WKLV�SRZHU"
                                                                                        
                                                                                 - How are religious identities expressed 
                                                                               and communicated in interpersonal settings and in social                     
                                                                               media?
                                                                              
                                                                         - What are the relationships between shared religious notions  
                                                             and individual religious identity and how can individuals develop                                 
                                                              different identities from the same religious traditions?
                                                                                  
                                   - What is the role of identity in inter-religious communication?
               
           - How can we challenge the dichotomic approach of private and public identity?



INFORMATION

'DWH�RI�WKH�HYHQW����WK�²���QG�2FWREHU�����
9HQXH��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WXG\�RI�5HOLJLRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6]HJHG��+XQJDU\
.H\QRWH�VSHDNHUV��3URI��5pND�6]LOiUGL��6=7(�� doc. David 9iclavíN (MUNI)
:RUNVKRS�PRGHUDWRU��0iUN�1HPHV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6]HJHG�
6XSSRUWHUV��&HQWUDO�(XURSHDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��%XGDSHVW�9LHQQD��+8�$7���
&KDUOHV�8QLYHUVLW\��3UDJXH��&=���(|WY|V�/RUiQG�8QLYHUVLW\��%XGDSHVW��+8���
&RPHQLXV�8QLYHUVLW\��%UDWLVODYD��6.���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3DUGXELFH��3DUGXELFH��&=���
0DVDU\N�8QLYHUVLW\��%UQR��&=���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6]HJHG��6]HJHG��+8���   
2UJDQL]LQJ�FRPPLWWHH��&H]DU�%UDJD�&(8��)UDQWLåHN�9iOHN�&81,��3pWHU�
%RURV�(/7(��'RPLQLN�ýLViULN�81,%$��9LOpP�6NRSDO�83&(��MDWRXå�
0RNUì�081,��0iUN�1HPHV�6=7(

5HJLVWUDWLRQ�IRUP��KWWSV���IRUPV�JOH�+�9I�/8'4J�\$*D1�

The attached abstract should include the title of the contribution, 
WKH�FRQWULEXWRU·V�QDPH��DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DIÀOLDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�
DQ�DEVWUDFW�RI�����ZRUGV����²���NH\ZRUGV��H[FOXGLQJ�DQ\�
footnotes, or bibliography.

Application deadline: 15th of June 2023

)HHGEDFN�RQ�DFFHSWDQFH�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�E\���WK�RI�-XO\������YLD�H�PDLO�

Application deadline: 10th of July 2023.



&RQIHUHQFH�IRUPDW��7KH�RUJDQL]HUV�UHVHUYH�DOO�ULJKWV�WR�KROG�WKH�HYHQW�LQ�D�K\EULG���IXOO\�RQOLQH�IRUPDW�LQ�
FDVH�RI�DQ\�XQIRUHVHHQ�GLIÀFXOWLHV�LQ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�PRQWKV��,Q�WKH�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�VXFK�FKDQJHV��RUJDQL]HUV�
ZLOO�LQIRUP�WKH�VSHDNHUV�DQG�DOO�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WLPH��,I�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�LV�KHOG�LQ�SHUVRQ��WKH�RUJDQL]HUV�
UHTXHVW�DOO�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�EH�LQIRUPHG�DERXW�WKH�FXUUHQW�HSLGHPLRORJLFDO�UXOHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�DQG�IROORZ�
them strictly during the entire span of the event.

�������������������������������������������������������������������)DFHERRN�HYHQW�IRU�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH��KWWSV���IE�PH�H��]]�W5W�/ 
��������������������������������������������������������������������,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�RU�UHTXHVW�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��IHHO��
���������������������������������������������������������������������IUHH�WR�FRQWDFW�WKH�RUJDQL]HUV��conference@cesar-platform.org

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������3XEOLFDWLRQ��6HOHFWHG�SDUWLFLSDQWV·�SDSHUV�ZLOO�EH�
                                                                              considered for publication in an upcoming volume 
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������RI�&(6$5�DIÀOLDWHG�MRXUQDOV���)XUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH��
                                                                                   provided during the conference. The editorial boards  
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������RI�WKH�MRXUQDOV�VHOHFW�SDSHUV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI��
                                                                                          the presentation, the relevance of the topic to the 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������MRXUQDO·V�VFRSH��DQG�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�IUHH�VSDFH��
                                                                                           in the upcoming volumes. Those who are selected  
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������ZLOO�EH�DVNHG�E\�WKH�MRXUQDO·V�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WR�VHQG��
                                                                                  their full manuscripts following the conference.

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������2XU�FXUUHQWO\�DIÀOLDWHG�MRXUQDOV�
                                                                   
                                                                    - Axis Mundi (SK)
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